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Preface

Chances are, the reason you are reading this booklet is
that you have been charged with the duty of finding a studio
to restore your stained glass windows. When choosing
a studio, you are also required to choose a particular
method of restoration. The greatest problem encountered
by those involved in making these decisions is a lack of
knowledge. Unfortunately, most people involved in this
decision-making process know little, if anything, about
stained glass windows, and as a result, end up making a
decision based on “bottom line” prices rather than on the
method, expertise and quality of the studio.

The decision-makers in this process are historically the custodians of
architectural works of art and are responsible for the longevity and well bein
of these works of art long after the restoration process has been performed.
They are also responsible for administering the thousands of dollars that will
be spent on the restoration project.

This booklet will educate you in various methods of stained glass restoration,
but its primary purpose is to familiarize you with the restoration method
known as releading. This method of restoration has been performed in Europe
for many centuries, but is relatively new in this country, due to the fact that
most of the churches in the United States are just beginning to reach the age
(80 to 125 years) where total lead replacement, rather than repair, is necessary.

We hope that the following information is educational, and demystifies an
area of church restoration that is often clouded in superfluous and abstruse
terminology to
the advantage
of the contractor
providing the
service.

As a window ages,
the lead support
structure will begin
to deteriorate, al-
lowing the window
to bow and buckle.








































